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Question: Discuss in detail the nature and significance of
Comparative Politics.

Answer:
Introduction

Comparative Politics is a major branch of Political Science that conducts a
comparative study of the political systems, institutions, and behaviors of
various countries. Its main objective is not only to understand the
structure of different governments but also to find out why different
political systems respond differently to the same kinds of challenges.
According to Edward Freeman, Comparative Politics is the comparative
analysis of various forms of political institutions and governments.

Nature of Comparative Politics

The nature of Comparative Politics can be understood through the
following points:

Scientific and Analytical Study:

This is not merely descriptive; it scientifically analyzes the causes and
effects behind political phenomena. It focuses on 'why' in addition to
'‘what is'.

Broad Scope:

Its nature is very extensive. It studies not only formal governmental
institutions (like Parliament, Judiciary) but also informal elements such as
political parties, pressure groups, and public opinion.

Behavioral Approach:

In modern times, its nature has become behavioral. Researchers now do
not just read the rules of the constitution but observe what the actual



political behavior in society is like.
Developing Subject:

Comparative Politics is a dynamic subject. As global politics changes, its
study methods are also evolving. The study of developed countries, as
well as developing and Third World countries, has now become essential.

Significance of Comparative Politics

The study of Comparative Politics is extremely important in today's global
era:

Understanding Political Systems:

It helps us understand the governments of other countries and their
functioning. It reveals how different forms of democracy or dictatorship
are operating around the world.

Formulation of Political Theories:

It is through comparison that scholars are able to build theories that can
be applied globally. This helps establish Political Science as a 'science’.

Evaluation of One's Own System:

When we compare our system with others, we get a better assessment of
our strengths and weaknesses. For instance, India made several reforms
by comparing its parliamentary system with that of Britain.

Solution to Global Problems:

Problems like terrorism, corruption, and poverty are global. Comparative
study reveals which countries have successfully faced these problems
and what we can learn from their experiences.



Helpful in Policy Making:

This subject is very useful for governments. Before implementing a new
policy, governments often look at the results of that policy in other
countries.

Conclusion

In brief, Comparative Politics is not just a means of comparison, but an
approach to deeply understand global politics. Its nature provides it with
a scientific basis, while its significance makes it essential for modern
governance.



